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WE ARE TWO YEARS OLD! Next Tuesday, April 10
Gloria Dei will be two
years old. However, we shall celebrate early
by observing our 'Birthday' this Sunday, April
8th. As you already know, in most cases, we
shall have a guest preacher for the occasion.
He is the Rev. Dr. E. F, Valbracht, Pastor Em-
eritus of Edgebrook Luthersn Church, Chicago.
A praduate of Wittenberg University, "Dr.
Val" received his seminary training at Chica-
go Lutheran Theological School in Maywood.
After serving churches in Syracuse and Ander-
son, Indiana, he was called to St, James Luth-
eran Church, Chicago and was later instrment-
al in merging St, James and St. Luke'!s Luth-
eran churches and was called to serve the
merged church, St. Luke's, '
Following a 25-year pastorate at St.s Lukes
he retired and moved to California where dur-
ing his six and one half year stay he served
six different churches, two of which he organ-
ized as mission developers Returning to Chi-
Dr, Val served as Associgte Pastor with his
eldest son for five years in Edgebrook church,
Another son, Edward, is Pastor of a luth=
eran church in Concord, California. His dau-
ghter is married te a Iutheran Pastor serving
in Burbank, California. Not only has Dr. Val
brought meny people to Christ, he has given
himself and his family to his Lord's work, He
will surely have a real message for us next

HOLY WEEK SERVICES On Thursday, April 19, we
shall have a Service with
Holy Communion at 7:45 p.m. Some of our peo-
ple have not yet received Holy Communion this
year. This is a significant opportunity to re-
ceive the Lord!s Suppery on the night it was
instituted,
A Community Good Friday Service will be con=-
ducted in the First Christian Reformed Church

with the following local pastors sharing in the

Service: Scholton (First Christian Reformed),
McCoy (Presbyterian), Eckroth (Church of
Christ), Koch (Lutheran), DeJong (Second
Christian Reformed) and Lockwood (Nazarene).
We shall be preaching on the Seven last Words
of our Lovrd from the Cross during the three-
hour Service from noon to 3 p.m.

On Good Friday at 7:30 pe.m. we are invited
to share in a Service of Tenebrae with First
United Lutheran Church of Hammond. This is an
ancient Service of the Church which makes use
of increasing darkness to give significance to
the Crucifixion and the world's attempt to put
out the light of Christianity =« but it cennot
be extinguished! Your attendance will leave a
lasting impression on your heart and will give
deeper meaning to the Easter joy.

EASTER DAY finds churches crowded with those
who come to worship the resurrect-

ed Christe The truly rejoicing heart is the

one that has followed our Lord's Passion, has

‘had its black moments as it conbemplated the

Sunday. Don't miss it
SPECIAL OFFERING The 'Birthday Offering!, as

you already know, is being
designated for the Organ Fund. This is neces=~
sary because our bullding fund program makes
no provision for a musical instrument. As yet
the Worship and Music Committee has not reach-
ed a decision but shortly will make a recoms
mendation to the Building Committee and thence
to the congregation concerning a specific in=-
strument. Be generous with your gift. The
more we can pay now, the less we must pay in
interest.

EEQEEEK LENTEN SERVICES are rapidly drawing

to a close with only
one more Wednesday Service at which time the
Rev, Jan Béngston of Bethlehem, Gary will be
our guest preacher, We hope you have found

cruelty and indignity inflicted on its Lord,
has followed Him to Calvary's Hill, has mournecd
at the foot of the Cross - this is the heart
that sings with joy, "Christ is Risen! Hallew
lujah!" Tf you are not prepared properly as
yet, there is still times

Seen on a bulletin board, "Avoid the Baster

rush « come %to church now," Coming to church
now does more than merely avoid the Baster
crowd; it prepares the heart for proper obser-
vance of Easter.

Easter lilies will beautify our chancel a-
ain this year, They may be purchased for
3.00 for a 5 to 7 bloom plant, loaned for our

use on Easter and then taken home after the
Services We now have 23 ordered and should
have about one dozen more for an adequate ar-
rays. Mrse Robinette will take orders prior te
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BELATED BIRTHDAY GREETINGS Bocause of the ATTENDANCES AND OFFERINGS TN CHURCH SCHOOL

failure to issue Date Ltte Offerings
a Newsletter last month, we must extend belate 2/L 117 $ 17.27
ed birthday greetings to the following: 2/ 11 115 14455
March 11 - Betty Crowe ) 2/18 129 21456
11 - Deanna Nelson 2/ 25 117 15,45
11. - Bonnie Wilson 3k 132 20480
12 = Carol Biesen 3/ 14 140 2255
12 = Robin Blixt 3/18 13k 22425
12 - Arlene Gurley 3/25 129 18422
12 - Betty Stephen L/1 . 14k 22,80
14 - Ruth Biesen . Lttendance is picking up as the thermometer
14 - Olga Dahlgren . shows a slowly-rising temperature. Soon we
14 - Jack 'Willie! Gregg hope to be in our own facilities which we are
1 « Trmgard Stefan certain will give us a real boost.
16 - Helen Erickson
18 - Polly Brolin : ATTENDANCES AND OFFIRINGS AT THE SERVICES
20 = Maude Blaeser (Mrs.) Date ©8:00 10:45 DBen & Cure. Bldg.Fund Organ
23 = Byron Colby ‘ 2[4 26 150 $ 296.84  § 332.50 $1.00
25 - Scott Stephan 2/11 W1 150 281,36 336,10 5,50
27 = Stella Welsh 2/18 55 117, 255,47 . 301.75 .50
28 = Daniel Torkelson 2/25 33 160 319.10 358,00 50
April 1.~ Cynthia Uolter 3/4 39 138 275,71 . 297.75 100
3 - Lorraine Johnson 3/11 48 160 255476 301,10 .50
L - Jaecquelyn Biederman 3/18 64 138 285.53 309.35 1.00
4 - Jonna Nelson ' 3/25 47 166 250428 315,10 1400
4 - Charles Wells /1 L 169 310,75 349.20 6400
5 = Arthur Johnson ' Littendance at worship in February averaged
5 = Warren Peterson 183 and then March produced an average of 200
This brings us up to date, Ve hope that each per Sunday. Watch that average climb after
of you had a real HAPPY BIRTHDLY. we get into our building in late May or early

Junes Yes,.Jjust as was.predicted, we will be
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS +o those looking forward eramped as socn as we onter ocur building. It

to that great day: looks like three services before too long.
Lpril 8 - Timothy Biesen Then, after o couple of years, we will begin
& - Debra Torkelson work, on the second unit.
11 = Sandra Biederman
14 - Marianne Earnhart RECEPTION OF MEMBERS is scheduled for haster
16 = Wendy Sieb Sunday at the 10:45 am.
19 = Arthur Erickson Sr. Service. If you are thinking about uniting
20 - BEmery Graves in fellowship with us, please contact the Pas-
21 - Rosemary Dowmey tcr soon so arrangements can be made for you.
23 = Wm, E. Dorschel Jr. On Sunday, April 29, the Sunday after E2s=-
24 - Wilhelminz Rausch Z ter, the Evengelisn Committee is planning an
25 - Paula Farnhart : informal reception (coffee hour) at which time
25 = Diane Sikes recognition will be given to all who have been
26 - Gerald Heichel united with us since our First Birthday.
28 - Richard Silverman
29 - Williom Re Wilson : QUESTILON SEVEN is coming to our communityl
May 2 - Gerald Dehlgren or, The film, produced by Lutheran
4 ~ Debra Burt Church Productions, will be shown at the Toun
5 = Gifford Robinette Theater, Highland, for one week beginning on
6 - Elmer Martinsen Friday, April 20 (unfortunately, Good Friday)
6 - Ruth Schulz and run through the following Thursday. One
7 = Steven Koecian showing at 8 p.m. weekdays and FOUR showings
7 = Howard Nelson on Saturday and Sunday beginning at 2 pem.
8 - Mary Clark : . Be sure to see this film, named "Best Pic-
8 = Marian York . ture of the Year" by many critics. The Pastor
9 ~ Judith Silverman has discount tickets which makes cost to adults
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to you alls May God bless you only 75¢ = 10¢ off regular children's pricee

on your happy day. We urge you to see this thought=provoker.










