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GHRIST IS RISEE ! ALLETUIA {This was the

Joyous word
heard throughout the world this past Sun-
day. Millions flocked to churches to hear
the Good lews proclaimed., To those who
waited and prepared through the Lenten
Beason, the anncuncement came to eager
ears - ears -that hungered to hear +the
words first proclaimed to the disciples:
Yle is not here, He is risen as He told
:yoll."

A joyous splrlt prevailed at Glorla
Deis« 1In a church beautified by 28 Easter
lilies loaned by wembers, the
number yet attended the Services. 54 came
Lo the 8:00 a.,m, Service., Sunday School
had a record attendance of 132, The Ser-
vice attendance was 208, Both choirs,
with a total of 30 voices, sang Easter
anthems, Hearts and volices were raised
in songe Truly, it was a thrlll:mg Day!

Remember, each Lord's Day is a weekly
anniversary of Egster, Fach Lord's Day
should be marked by the same spirit of
Joy and song., See you 1in church next
Lord's Day. ’

CUR FIRST BIRTHDAY as a congregation will
be celebrated next Sun~
day. The guest preacher for this grand
occasion will be the Rev. Edward Driscoll
Pastor of First United Iutheran Church of
Hammond (the Pastor's uncle is not availe
able, contrary to last month's notice.)
Pastor Driscoll has had a real interest
in our congregation right from the begin-
ning, having shared some of his members
rith us to form the originating nucleus.
In an alttempt +to help us get better
acquainted, two things will make ‘this
"Birthday Service" a special one, After
the benediction we will read the names of
Charter Members from the charter roll, In
" this way the newer members can becoms acw
quainted with +those people of vision who
"launched out into the deep". ~ In order
for 211 to become better acquainted, the
roll of those who have united with us in
the past year will be called. We hope you
will answer "Present" when your name is
" called, (Continued at top of next col.)
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The second "get-acquainted" part of the
observance will be a "coffee hour" after The
Service. The United Iutheran Church Women
of our congregation will serve coffee,coffee
cake and a drink for the children for this
informal period of fellowship. (THe Council
had considered a pot-luck dinner, but the
coffea hour seemed more sultable at the pre-
sent time in our present quarters.)

Ue hope this will be a real birthday cel-
ebration with everyone.present and everyone
bringing a gift for the "birthday -child",our
beloved church. Members have received spew
cial coffering envelopes in which the birth-
day gift for the Building Fund can be placed.

BIRTHDAY CORNER In an attempt to personalize

our monthly newsletter, we
will be adding items of congregational in-
terest -each month. This month, thanks to
much telephoning by lMrs. Mary-Teryy, we have
a beginning of our "Happy Birthdays".

Those celebrating birthdays this month,
and into the tenth of the succeeding month,
are: Aprll 1 = Cynthia UWalter

-~ Lorraine Johnson.
- Jonna Welson
- Arthur Johnson
Debra Torkelson
- Timothy Biesen
- Marianne Egrnhart
Arthur Erickson Sry -
Emery Graves
Rosemary Downey
illiam E., Dorschel Jr.
Wilhelmina Rausch
25 - Diane Sikes
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25 - Paula Earnhart
26 = Gerald Heichel
29 = Tlliam R. Wilson
May 2 = Gerald A, Dshlgren (8r.)
I = Debra Burt
5 = Gifford Robinette
6 - Elmer Martinsen
6 = Futh Schulz
7 = Hpward Helson
7 - Steven Kocian
& - lMarian York
8 - Mary Clark .
9 = Judith Silverman

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ALL! (Any corrections?)




WHAT IS THE CHURCH ? At a meeting of syn-

odical evangelism men
recently in Atlanta, the following report
of the findings committee presents some
answers to the above question.s Ve hope
you will read and take to heart.

1. Obstacles to Fvanpgelism in Church
and loxrld.

The church is a family
are given it by its head, Jesus Christ.Ilt
is not a voluntary fellowship of like-
riinded God-lovers vhose prerogative it is
to chobse its. o mewbership.
bers have been called by God that they be
sent into the world. The church therefore
is mission, Her sole reason for being isf
evangelism, _

There are great obstacles to’ evangel—
ism today. In the church: a false image.
of itself, a lack of commitment, an ab--

sence of .mutual,loving-concern,and, above
all, an ignorance of the scriptures and a..-

laggard prayer life. In the world:. a

"false image of the church, a materlallst-“

ic affluence,
These obstacles
the church becomes true
her llaster, her members sharlng in the
cneness of Christ and so in each other.
So there.will be proclaimed God!s process
of redefption for all mankind: the elec-
tion of a minority for the salvation for.
all.

Z2e The DRelation of
Church to its llitness ' .

Although half a billion words emanate
from American and Canadian pulpits each
week, the church continues to lie becalm-
ed in spiritual doldrums. For many indi-
viduals,church wembership seems desirable
but not “significant, 'providing escape
from tension or achievement of status
rather than meaningful Chrlstlan associa=
tion resulting aluaj in service. Force-
ful reminder is needed of the "radical
demands of God": that the church is

the idolatry of security..

-heneyal of the

vhose metbers

Its mem= .

will only be overcome dE
to hepgelf and .

3, 'The-Rﬁle of the Laity -~ Involving Lay

Members in Witnessing.
Withess should be
Christian as breathing.

as natural for the
To be converted ime

plies yielding all of life to God for his
hse_.in apostleship. The witness which is a
hall-mark of the new 1life in Christ is not

an invitation to others "to come to church."
Christians are not salesmen promoting mem=-
bership in a pious club, liitness is evidence
of what Christ has done for the individual,
Such witnessing may well be nurtured in
a small core group, carefully selected,whose
members! aim is to go beyond structured
evangelism, These prayer cells,study groups,
retreats will use wmodern versions of the
Bible, devotional books, drama,audio-visual,

etce, always marked by sound theology and
simple . techniques. Whatever methods and
tools  be employed, the chief note to be

scunded must always be the joy and thrill of

vitnessing.

Actual Ultne581ng requires plain talk in
telling what the gospel means - not in theo-
logical complex1tles but sublime simplici=
ties, The warmth. of gincere, loving concern
can melt thaf ice of indifference and hosti~-
lity which. imprisons 4individuals without
giving offense.  Rsdiant Christians will be

' constantly on the alert to build bridges of

understanding into other lives over which
Christ will pass. The primary concern will
be to witness, to plant the seed and leave
the increase in the hands 3L God,

L, Evangelism and Social Ministry

 Christian witness involves evangelism in
the vocations to which God has called his
people in the world. He calls = man responds
- and so0 man is given a calling in which he
suppoerts himself, does his share of the
world!s trork .and, by the quality of his owm
work, testifies of God.

In Christian service to. others in their
need,there is indicated a compassionate con-
cern activated by Jesus Christ through the
Holv Spirit. and discinlined, directed,










